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3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Status of Claims 

1 . This action is in reply to the Request for Continued Examination filed on October 
8, 2008. 

2. Claims 29, 31-33, 35-40 are currently pending and have been examined. 

Response to Arguments 

3. In response to applicant's argument that the references fail to show certain 
features of applicant's invention, it is noted that the features upon which applicant relies 
(i.e. ."cipher key", "encoding means") are not recited in the rejected claim(s). Although 
the claims are interpreted in light of the specification, limitations from the specification 
are not read into the claims. See In re Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1 181 , 26 USPQ2d 1057 
(Fed.Cir. 1993). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

4. Claims 29, 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. Claims 29, 32 recite accounting information and 
certain information, both of which lack antecedent basis in the specification. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 29, 31-33, 35-40 are rejected under U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over O'Boyle et al., U.S. Patent No. 5,432,329 ("O'Boyle"), in view of Tanabe et al., US 
Patent No. 5,447,767 ("Tanabe") and in view of Arii, US. Patent No. 5,382,776. 

Claims 29, 32, 33, 36-40: 

O'Boyle, as shown, discloses a reading means, communicating means, 
reproducing means, and certifying certain information, accounting information 
(see at least column 1, lines 66-68 and column 2, lines 1-11, col. 9, lines 1-6). 

encoding with the cipher key accounting information associated with a 
user account (col. 7, lines 5-19. col. 9, lines 24-35, col. 9, lines 54-62); 

communicating certain information including the identification information 
and the accounting information to a server (col. 8, lines 67-69, col. 9, lines 1-6); 

certifying a validity of the certain information through the server (col. 8, 
lines 67-69, col. 9, lines 1-6); 
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decoding the accounting information after certifying the validity of the 
certain information, reproducing the content data (col. 9, lines 14-23, col. 8, lines 
67-69, col. 9, lines 1-6); 

the reproducing means reproduces the content data of the optical disk 
after checking the accounting information and certifying a possibility of the 
accounting to the user (col. 8, lines 67-69, col. 9, lines 1-6); 

the accounting information includes a credit card number of the user (col. 
8, lines 67-69, col. 9, lines 1-6). 

checking the accounting information, certifying a possibility of the 
accounting to the user, wherein said reproducing of the content data of the 
optical disk comprises reproducing the content data of the optical disk after said 
checking of the accounting information and after said certifying of the possibility 
of the accounting to the user (col. 8, lines 67-69, col. 9, lines 1-6, col. 9, lines 14- 
23);. 

O'Boyle discloses an optical storage medium as shown above, but does 
not directly disclose an optical disc. It would have been obvious to perform a 
simple substitution of one type of optical storage medium for another, producing 
predictable results (KSR, 127 S.Ct. at 1740-41, 82 USPQ2d at 1396). 

O'Boyle discloses the limitations as shown above. O'Boyle does not 
directly disclose unique to an optical disc and barcode, but Arii teaches: (see col. 
6, lines 3-10) 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to modify O'Boyle to include the optical disc and barcode of Arii 
since O'Boyle explicitly teaches a security verification system capable of being 
based solely on optical media, eliminating the need for magnetic media (column 
4, lines 25-28), and the barcode makes it difficult to manufacture illegal copies of 
a disk. 

O'Boyle discloses the limitations as shown above. O'Boyle does not 
directly disclose stripe patterns along a radius, but Tanabe teaches (see at least 
column 44, lines 2-5, column 46, lines 40-43, and column 26, lines 57-69). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to modify O'Boyle to include the stripe patterns along a radius of 
Tanabe since through level slicing, coded data can be decoded and since the 
concentric track on an optical disk follows along a radius as shown by the 
measuring of track signals along radiuses above (column 26, lines 57-69). 



Claims 31, 35: 

O'Boyle discloses the limitations as shown above. O'Boyle does not 
directly disclose a pre-pit region, but Tanabe teaches (see at least column 2, 
lines 27-34). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to modify O'Boyle/Tanabe to include the pre-pit region of Tanabe 
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since this an additional recording area for data such as disk identification and 
user information. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thomas West whose telephone number is 571-270- 
1236. The examiner can normally be reached on Tuesday and Wednesday 7:30am - 
5pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Fischer can be reached on 571-272-6779. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 

USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Thomas West 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 3621 
January 4, 2009 
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